ed in e min package 
1967 (5727)-specimen sets and that 
the new design was released pri- 
marily for general circulation. 
One lira (old design) 180,066 
One lira (new design) . .3,830,338 


One-half lira ......... 1,941,579 
25 agorot .........+.-. 325,041 
410 agorot .....5.s.-50 6,426,438 
5 agorot 


1 agora 


All general circulation coins were 
struck at the new mint in Jerusalem. 
Figures were not given for the com- 
memorative issues. 


POLAND 


150 lat Ossolineum 


Or, as they say in English, 150 
years of the Ossolinski National 
Foundation. In December, 1967, on 
the occasion of the 150th anniversary 
of the founding of one of the most 
significant posts of Polish science 
and culture, the National Foundation 
bearing the founder's family name, 
Ossolinski, a new medal-stamp has 
been issued. 

The institution was founded by 


. M. Ossoi . 
tional foundation with the purpose 
to render available various library 
collections and to subsidize scientific 
works. 


The Ossolineum began its activity 
in 1827 in Lvov carrying through 
until the outbreak of World War II. 
In 1946 the foundation moved to 
Wroclaw and there again took up its 
activity by organizing special cam- 
paigns in order to arrange and to 
popularize the rich book collections 
including history, literature and Po! 
ish art, old manuscripts, collections 
of periodicals, and a valuable cabinet 
of drawings. They also carry out a 
publishing activity in the field of hu- 
mane studies. 

On the stamp is a reproduction of 
the medal bearing the portrait of 
J. M. Ossolinski and a book with a 
red and white flag. 


National Coin Week 


Just Some Do's and Dont'’s 


A review of some of the most asked questions received to date has 
prompted a reminder to all the contestants of a few of the very important 
points of National Coin Week. 

We cannot emphasize enough that this is a year lo 
have written in asking if only the events that happen 
count toward points. 
covered in last $ 

emember, in the preparation of your scrapbook the si portant 
Too small and it will not properly represent your effort, too large and it 
cannot be readily displayed if your entry is a winner and to be displayed this 
year at San Diego. 

DO NOT put valuable items in the book. : 

Leave out personal names and addresses; many people will not want the 

ublicity. 
‘ It is important to note on your entry form whether or not your entry is 
competitive or non-competitive. 

ta in mind ae report is a reflection of what you or your club did 
to promote National Coin Week. — Clark A. Yowell, chairman. 


event. Many people 


THE NUMISMATIST 


the week itself - 


« A science teaches us to know, and 

an art to do, and all the more 
perfect sciences lead to the creation 
of corresponding useful arts.” A quo- 
tation from Jevons in Webster's Un- 
abridged Dictionary under the defi- 
nition of ‘science.’ 

Webster's definition of an ‘ency- 
clopedia’ is a “comprehensive sum- 
mary of knowledge or a branch of 
knowledge.” 

Encyclopedias are normally ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order. Coin 
catalogues are usually arranged al- 
phabetically by country and then by 
sequence of issue from oldest to 
newest. Some use a geographical 
breakdown. Others a time break- 
down, ancients to moderns. 

A numismatic encyclopedia based 
on a universal numbering system 
would be entirely logical and as 
easily used as any library system is 
used by grade school pupils. It would 
be in strict numerical sequence. 

The reader is referred to the Feb- 
tuary issue of The Numismatist and 
the article, “A Universal Numismatic 
Numbering System.” 

A change in the arrangement of 
‘he universal numbering system put- 
ting the digit for era breakdown and 
the digit for numismatic category in 
first and second place respectively 
would then result in the encyclopedia 
being arranged sequentially from 
earliest issue to most recent. It then 
follows that barter media would 
logically be first in the numismatic 
categories. 

Numismatic reference works fall 
largely into two categories; those 
that devote considerable space to 
scientific and historical information 
about the coins of one or more coun- 
tries without regard to price; and 


MARCH, 1968 


TS¥ATIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, .|. «A SUSGESTED NUMISMATIC ENCYC 


by Larry Porter, ANA 487 


those that are commonly called 
logues and list in order certain 
of one or more countries plu 
prevailing dealer's selling pri 
one or more coin conditions. 

Both categories fail to give c 
information necessary to the s¢ 
numismatist. 

Reinfeld's “Treasury of the W 
Coins” is a good example of th 
and Reinfeld-Hobson “Catalog 
the World's Most Popular C 
qualifies for the second. Ni 
gives measurements such as diar 
thickness, weight, or percentag 
metallic content of the coins lit 

Coin collectors strive for com 
ness in series, types, or categ 
but numismatic writers and pu 
ers apparently seldom try for 
pleteness of information about 
This is understandable, for | 
must sell and completeness is 
requirement. 

But even current periodicals f 
give complete information on 
coin issues. This magazine has « 
tion on “New and Recent Issue: 
vital must and a tremendous | 
handled ably by Ernst Kraus 
contributors fail to give the w 
of coins at times, so this nece 
piece of information is missing. 

World Coins in “Coin-G 
Roundup” gives certain inform: 
but omits weight. Whitman Ni 
matic Journal in “New Issues” 
some but not 

All of these periodicals hav 
common failing of neglecting to 
the designer and/or engraver | 
ninety-five per cent of the time. 
again, it is not necessarily the 
lisher's fault. Probably the co 
utors fail to give the complete | 
mation. _ 


